
  

2011 Scholarship Recipient Selected 

Congratulations to 2011 Leroy W. Homer Jr. 
Foundation scholarship recipient, Vishra Patel 
from Norco, CA. Vishra will be graduating from 
high school next month and with plans to attend 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University this fall. 
She is actively involved in school activities and 
community outreach, as she maintains her 
academic excellence. Vishra has received 
numerous awards for academics which included 
Algebra and Chemistry, honor roll placement, 
and volunteer appreciation awards during all four 
years of high school. 
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The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) n on-profit organi-

zation that was established to provide financial su pport and encour-

agement to young people, with an interest in aviati on, to pursue pro-

fessional flight instruction leading to certificati on as a private pilot. 

We have also expanded our mission to provide awaren ess of avia-

tion careers to disadvantage youth. 

Save The Date– Date Changed 
The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation invites you to our For 
The Love of Flight  event commemorating the 10th anniver-
sary of September 11, 2001 and the establishment of The 
LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation. This event will be held on 
Saturday, August 20, 2011 at Laurel Creek Country Club in 
Mt. Laurel, NJ from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm. Food and drinks 
will be served and cocktail attire is suggested. The evening 
gala event will feature a silent auction to raise funds for The 

Foundation. Past and present scholarship recipients will be in attendance as well as our honorary 
board members. Local officials and other specials guests including Jon Runyan, Congressman 
and former NFL football player are expected to attend. Advance tickets are $75.00 per person, 
$100.00 after August 1st. There are opportunities for corporate sponsorship and we are accepting 
items for our silent auction.  Come and spend this very special                                                   
evening with us! For tickets, please RSVP to                                               
joswari@leroywhomerjr.org. 

       

�



Former Scholarship Recipient Graduates from USAFA 

Courtney Vidt, a 2006 scholarship recipient, graduated  

from the US Air Force Academy on May 25, 2011. She  

was also commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant in the US Air 

Force and will begin pilot training this year. Courtney is    

the first scholarship recipient to graduate from the Air 

Force Academy, LeRoy Homer’s alma mater. 

Congratulations Courtney!  

Melodie Homer, president of The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. 

Foundation was able to attend the celebration with 

Courtney’s family and friends.  

In  The News 

The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation is featured in a CBS Cares public 

service announcement (PSA) which airs on the CBS network during non-

primetime programming. In addition, a PSA about LeRoy Homer was aired 

several times during Black History Month and received national attention. 

Melodie Homer was a featured speaker for the National Character & 

Leadership symposium at the US Air Force Academy this past February. 

Other distinguished speakers included Honor of Medal recipients, a US Olympian, and individuals 

actively serving in the military, working in the business world or serving in the non-profit community. 

This past May, Melodie Homer was invited to speak at a Women’s Luncheon sponsored by the US 

Senate Chaplain’s Office. At the luncheon held at the US Capitol, Melodie Homer spoke on “Living 

with Loss.” Attendees included senate staffers and their guests. 

The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation will be featured in an upcoming September 2011 issue of 
MORE magazine, available at newsstands nationwide.  
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Want to learn more about the LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Fou ndation? 

Visit www.leroywhomerjr.org 



Welcome To Our Newest Board Member  
 
Valerie Mihalek is our newest board member, serving as Director at Large. 

Valerie is very accomplished and brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience in fundraising and program direction.  Valarie holds a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Elementary Education from St Joseph’s College, 

New York, a Master of Science Degree in Liberal Studies from Stony 

Brook University, Stony Brook, NY, and a School Administrative Degree 

from CW Post University, Long Island, NY. 

  

Valerie has a very successful career as well. She has held various positions in several Fortune 

500 companies in New York City. She was an elementary school teacher Kindergarten through 

sixth grade at South Huntington school district.  She held an adjunct professorship at the College 

of New Jersey. Valerie also served as Deputy District Director for Congressman Michael 

Fitzpatrick and served as a council member on the Yardley Borough. 

  

Her past achievements have included the Dedication Ceremony Coordinator for the dedication of 
the September 11th Memorial Garden of Reflection in Bucks County Pennsylvania in 2006 and the 
Remembrance Ceremony Coordinator for the 9-11 Memorial Remembrance Service in 2007. 
Valerie is currently serving as the Program Director for the upcoming 10th Anniversary 9-11 
Remembrance Ceremony.  We welcome Valerie to The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation! 

Donor  Acknow ledgements 

Gold  Wings  

Ilse Homer | Gregory Balestrieri | Clayton & Kathyrn Dyson 

Silver Wings  

Cheryl Homer-Wilson | Brian & Karen Elg | Maynard Honesty| Susan Behrend | Patrick Evans 

Pamela & Graham Gordan 

Bronze Wings  

Connie Nelson | Jaclyn Jang | Dean Michals | Christopher & Joyce Moore 
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The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation 

Post Office Box 268 

Marlton, NJ 08053  

Current Resident or 


